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Structural Characteristics in Explanatory Writing by Students
with Hearing Impairments and the Relationship to Writing Evaluation:
Text Structure Focusing on Cohesion of Content

Akira SHINKAI
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Hiroshima University
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In this study, we analyzed the structural characteristics of explanatory texts written by students with
hearing impairments and examined their relationship with writing evaluation. 33 compositions written by
students in junior-high class and senior-high class of deaf school were categorized based on the semantic
content of each sentence within the text. Also, those compositions were rated by four university students
using eight analytic evaluation items on a 7-point Likert scale and holistic evaluation on a 10-point Likert scale
ranging from good to bad. The analysis revealed distinct structural characteristics in both junior and senior
high school. Furthermore, analysis of the relationship between the typology results and writing evaluation
suggested a correlation between rating scores and structural characteristics, particularly evident in composi-

tions with moderate to low ratings.

Keywords: deaf and hard of hearing, explanatory texts, text structure, writing, evaluation
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