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Acquisition of Subject-specific Vocabulary in Social Studies and Civics for Students with
Hearing Impairments: Analysis of Responses in Political and Economic Content
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The purpose of this study is to obtain fundamental data for effective instruction of subject-specific
vocabulary in the field of civics for students with hearing impairments. The study involved 11 students with
hearing impairments and 292 students with normal hearing. Specifically, (1) a task to measure the acquisition
of subject-specific vocabulary in civics (multiple-choice with four options) and (2) a questionnaire regarding
social studies learning were administered. Based on the answer choices selected by the students, the number
of correct answers, correct answer rate, number of incorrect answers, and patterns of incorrect answers were
analyzed. In addition, the rank correlation coefficients between students’self-evaluations of the survey
questions and their task performance were calculated. The analysis included comparisons between groups as
well as among different grades and divisions. The results indicated that (1) while both groups showed the
“recency effect” in learning, the group with hearing impairments exhibited larger differences in subject-
specific vocabulary acquisition between grades, and (2) in the group with hearing impairments, incorrect
answers caused by confusion over similar written characters in subject-specific vocabulary were observed.
Based on these results, we discussed methods for teaching subject-specific vocabulary in the field of civics to

students with hearing impairments.

Key Words: Hearing Impairment, Social Studies, Civics, Subject-pecific Vocabulary






