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Practice of Play Instruction: Incorporating a Science Perspective through Collaboration
between Teachers in Regular Classes and Special Needs Teachers for Students with
Intellectual Disabilities

Hidenori KOHZAKA
Hiroshima University Shinonome Elementary School

Rie MURAKAMI
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Hiroshima University

Masaya MUKAE
Hiroshima University Shinonome Elementary School

In this study, the authors reflect on the “teaching to play” approach in special needs classes which was
implemented through collaboration between elementary school teachers in a regular class (science) and the
teachers in a special needs class. The paper reports on the usefulness and challenges of the collaboration
between the two groups in understanding the student characteristics, learning history, unit setting, and
reflections on the issues that arose. In understanding the student characteristics and learning history, the
special needs class teachers tended to convey this information to the science teacher, but the teachers in
charge of science did not share their understanding of the student characteristics. In the unit setting, the
objectives and contents of the Courses of Study for Special Needs Schools and the Courses of Study for
Elementary Schools were used as a reference, and learning about the body parts and characteristics of
various living creatures was utilised based on the opinions of the science teacher. In class, symbols were used
on the completed puzzles to visually indicate parts to focus on, such as the claws of the crayfish, the jaws of
the stag beetle, and the characteristic hands of the praying mantis. In reflection on the issues, the science
teacher discussed the differences in the characteristics of learning between children in the regular classes and
those in special needs classes, and the use of visual aids in regular classes, as a result of their observations
after the class.

Key words: collaboration, teacher in regular class, teacher in special needs class, play instruction, science



