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A Case Study on the Reflection of Social Studies Teachers Using the Concept of “Social
Model” of Disability: Conflict/Ambivalent in the Development and Practice of the Geography
Unit “Time Difference” in a Special Needs Classroom in the First Year of Junior High School

Shinya TAMAI
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Hiroshima University

Hiromi KAWAGUCHI
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Hiroshima University

The current educational reform requires the professional development of teachers who can integrate the
perspectives of special needs education and subject education. This paper aims to provide a foundation for
the reform of the professional development of subject teachers. Specifically, we use a case study of a social
studies junior high school teacher working at a special-needs classroom to explain the process of reflection on
how he practiced, what ambivalences he faced, and what he learned through his review. There are three
stages of the reflection process: technical, practical reflection, and critical reflection. The following two points
are the results of reflection, which verbalized the tacit knowledge embedded in the practice and provided it
as explicit knowledge. (1) Difficulties in gatekeeping to integrate the perspectives of special support education
and academic education arise due to the structural factors of having various role conflicts. (2) Reflecting on
the characteristics and challenges of one’s own view of disability from the concept of the “social model” may
bring about a change in gatekeeping that integrates the perspectives of special support education and subject
education. The reflection presented in the case study in this paper could be helpful information to improve
the professional devolvement of subject teachers.

Keywords: social model, reflection, social studies teacher, role conflict, sociological ambivalence






