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A Study of Educational Practices that Establish Connections between Learning,
Based on the Instructions that Combine Subjects and the Subject-Specific Guidance,
in Special Support Classes for Students with Intellectual Disabilities

Hidenori KOHZAKA
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Hiroshima University

Rie MURAKAMI

Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Hiroshima University

In the present study, with reference to school curriculum guidelines as well as previous studies, a
conceptual diagram was created with regard to connections between learning based upon the Instructions
that combine subjects and the subject-specific guidance, which address educational practices for students
with intellectual disabilities. Next, classes taught by teachers at special support classes for students with
intellectual disabilities were observed and teachers were interviewed. Based on the ways in which the
instructions that combine subjects and the subject-specific guidance were practiced as well as the intentions
of the classes, “connections” and “going back and forth” were considered. Teachers offered classes with an
awareness of such connections by putting the subject-specific guidance content to use in the instructions that
combine subjects. They also specifically addressed their experiences with the instructions that combine
subjects through the subject-specific guidance. In the process of demonstrating the “ways of seeing and
thinking” learned in the subject-specific guidance in the instructions that combine subjects, if students do not
learn enough, they are instructed again to deepen the content through subject-specific guidance. Then there
needs to be a “going back and forth” to see if the students can apply what they have learned in their daily
lives.

Keywords: learning connections, instructions that combine subjects, subject-specific guidance, special support
class






